
 

 

 
  

WORLD HALAL FORUM 2008  
Post Event Report 

 
 
 
 



WORLD HALAL FORUM 2008  
Post Event Report 

 

 

 

2 

 
Contents 
Introduction .................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Background ς World Halal Forum ................................................................................................................. 4 

Organisers & Participating Companies ......................................................................................................... 5 

VIPs & Participants ........................................................................................................................................ 6 

Speakers, Panellists & Programme ............................................................................................................... 7 

Memorandums of Understanding Signed ................................................................................................... 11 

Key Note Address by the Prime Minister of Malaysia ................................................................................ 13 

World Halal Forum 2008 ς Resolution ........................................................................................................ 17 

Delegates Summary .................................................................................................................................... 18 

The Gala Dinner and Halal Journal Awards ................................................................................................. 19 

World Halal Forum ς Investment Site Visits ............................................................................................... 22 

Marketing & Advertising ............................................................................................................................. 23 

PR Summary ................................................................................................................................................ 28 

Survey Results from the Delegates ............................................................................................................. 31 

Looking Forward ......................................................................................................................................... 37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORLD HALAL FORUM 2008  
Post Event Report 

 

 

 

3 

Introduction  
The World Halal Forum 2008 exceeded all expectations and the hype justified this as the only truly 

global halal forum. International support and attendance at the forum was staggering as heads of state, 

industry leaders and academics came together under one roof to voice their concerns, outline issues, 

and plot the direction for the global halal industry.   

 

The World Halal Forum 2008 brought together 1200 participants from over 52 countries and attracted 

over 200 local and international media personnel. WHF 2008 surpassed ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ 

and has set a new benchmark as the largest forum in South East Asia. It has also generated in excess of 

RM 10 million in PR value. All of this highlights the importance of the halal industry and the need for a 

successful platform to bring together all the decision makers & stakeholders to chart the direction 

towards a more integrated & sustainable future. 

 

aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ Ƙŀƭŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻƻƪ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 

of the Honourable PrƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ Iŀƭŀƭ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻȅŜǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ Ƙŀƭŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙŀƭŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ϧ ǘƘŜ 

Malaysian Halal Brand (logo) and adjacent to the forum hall was the spoƴǎƻǊΩǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ 

showcasing Malaysian and International prominent halal industry players representing key segments of 

the global halal value chain. 
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Background ɀ World Halal Forum  
 
The idea and concept for The World Halal Forum (WHF) was born frƻƳ YŀǎŜƘ5ƛŀΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
and interaction with the players in the Halal market arena. Since 2004, it had become increasingly clear 
that the stakeholders in the Halal market - the producers, processors, manufacturers, logistics providers, 
retailers and others, actually constitute an industry in their own right; a diverse, complex, yet integrated 
industry with global reach.  
 
The Halal industry intersects and shares common ground with many other industry sectors, and yet it 
has a unique set of issues and concerns that are specific to the Halal market. It became evident that 
there was a need for a dedicated Halal industry forum that would enable the stakeholders in the Halal 
market to gather on a regular basis.  
 
The Halal market is evolving at a rapid pace, and because of its global extent, the rate and nature of this 
evolution differs considerable from one country to the next, and from one industry sector to the next. 
Much of the impetus for the development of the Halal industry comes from shifts of awareness and 
perception; consequently, many of these developments are happening at a rapid pace, and entirely new 
industry sectors, such as in the field of logistics and security, are emerging almost overnight. 
/ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ YŀǎŜƘ5ƛŀΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ World Halal Forum as an industry-specific focal point 
came at precisely the time it was needed. Response from all quarters - governments, industry players 
both large and small, NGOs, certification agencies, academics and from all corners of the world 
confirmed our assessment. 
 
Themed ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ WHF 2008 was the 
culmination of developments in the halal industry from our previous World Halal Forum and harnessing 
of thoughts and concerns raised in WHF Industry Dialogues held around the world. The deliberations 
and resolutions at the WHF 2008 will shape the future of the Halal market. 
 
²IC Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŎŜƭ ƻŦ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ 
as a halal hub globally, to extend halal industry reach for stakeholders as well as develop innovative 
ideas to promote and enhance the value proposition of the industry.   
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Organisers & Participating Companies  

The World Halal Forum is a truly global event and the largest forum held annually in South East Asia. The 

ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊΩǎΣ KasehDia Sdn Bhd gratefully acknowledges and thanks the following for 

their support and partnership: 

  HOST The Government of Malaysia through the Halal 

Industry Development Corporation  

PLATINUM SPONSOR CIMB Islamic  

Lembaga Tabung Haji 

GOLD SPONSOR Northport 

SILVER SPONSOR Prima Agri-Products 

Nestle 

KFC Holdings 

MISC Integrated Logistics 

EVENT SPONSOR Colgate 

Microlink 

Eden 

CCM (Chemical Company of Malaysia) 

Business Owners Union  

Royal Selangor 

Intertek 

Darabif 

PREMIUM SUPPORTERS Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 

Islamic Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) 

Tourism Malaysia, Pempena & Malaysia Kitchen 

SUPPORTED BY Prime MinisterΩs Department 

Islamic Development Department of Malaysia (JAKIM) 

Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) 

Department Standards Malaysia 

International Halal Integrity Alliance  

OFFICIAL MEDIA The Halal Journal 

Channel Oasis (Astro) 

MEDIA PARTNER Processed Food Industries 

Investors 

OIC Today 

SME Magazine 

Dinar Standard 

Islamic Finance News 

TECHNOLOGY PARTNER Microsoft (Malaysia) 

MEDIA SECRETARIAT Asia Public Relations Consultants 

OFFICIAL TRAVEL AGENCY Indalucia Travel Sdn Bhd 

VENUE Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre 
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VIPs & Participants  

World Halal Forum 2008, surpŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Investment & integrationέ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǾŜǊ мΣнлл ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎΣ IŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ 
governors, industry leaders, international media, representing 57 countries and the leading global 
producers of Halal products and services.; further establishing the World Halal Forum as the Premier 
event in the Halal Industry. This was reflected in the VVIP participation during the two-day Forum, 
including the presence of the Malaysian Prime Minister at the Opening Ceremony & Gala Dinner. 
 

Below is the list of VVIP guests and participants at the 2008 World Halal Forum. 
 
1. YAB 5ŀǘƻΩ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysia 

2. HE Mohammad Abul Hassan, Head of Kuwaiti Delegation, Special Envoy of KuwaitΩǎ PM 

3. HE Sheikh Saleh Abdullah Kamel , World Halal Forum Chairman 

4. YAB Tan Sri Datuk Patinggi (Dr.) Hj Abdul Taib Bin Mahmud , Chief Minister of Sarawak 

5. YAB Datuk Dr Md. Isa Sabu, Menteri Besar, Perlis  

6. YB Tan Sri 5ŀǘƻΩ Muhyiddin Yassin, Minister of International Trade and Industries 

7. HE Dr Ir Anton Apriyantono, Minister of Agriculture, Republic of Indonesia 

8. Mr. Marwan Al Khatib, Managing Director of Dubai Islamic Investment Group (DIIG) 

9. YB Datuk Dr. Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, Minister in the PMΩǎ Department 

10. YB Datuk Peter Chin Fah Kui, Minister of Plantation Industries & Commodities, 

11. Y.B. DatoΩ {Ǌƛ Sulaiman Abdul Rahman Abd Taib, Deputy Tourism Minister 

12. Mr. Ömer Faruk DƻƐŀƴΣ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ ¢ǊŀŘŜΣ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ 

13. Y. Bhg Tan Sri Dato' Dr Syed Jalaludin Syed Salim, Chairman HDC 
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Speakers, Panellists  & Programme  

 
The forum featured important perspectives from industry as well as those regional and Islamic 
organisations, providing delegates the knowledge to understand the issues.  The panel sessions & 
questions answer sessions were heated and insightful. 
 
 In addition, the Malaysian Prime Minister delivered the keynote address ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ 
commitment to the Halal Industry by elaborating recent Cabinet decisions that directed the Halal 
Industry Development Corporation (HDC) to take over both local and international Halal certification, 
with immediate effect, with a promise of improved delivery systems. 
  
Key topics at the World Halal Forum: 

¶ Standards and conformity issues in the GCC 

¶ International halal accreditation and certification 

¶ Developing the halal Industry with Islamic understanding 

¶ The ASEAN halal market 

¶ European market access 

¶ OIC development agenda 

¶ Halal market and Islamic finance 

¶ Industry case studies 

¶ Investment and trade opportunities 

 

MONDAY, May 12, 2008 

Session 1 
Opening Ceremony & Keyn ote Addresses 

Arrival of Prime Minister of Malaysia  
YAB Datoõ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 

Opening Remarks by MC 
Doa recitation - by Imam Faisal Abdul Rauf, the Founder of the Cordoba Initiative  

Multimedia Presentation  

Welcome Address 
Ms Jumaatun Azmi ð Founder ð World Halal Forum 

Address by World Halal Forum Chairman  
His Excellency Sheikh Saleh Abdullah Kamel 

President of Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) 

Keynote Address  
Prime Minister of Malaysia 

YAB Datoõ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
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Session 2 ð Overview Session  
Convergence of Shariah & Industry  

Developing the Halal Industry within Islamic Principles   
Dr. Mohammad Hashim Kamali 

CEO and Chairman, Hadhari Institute for Advanced Islamic Studies 

¶ A Shari'ah Perspective on Halal and Haram 

Developing the Halal Industry  
YBhg. Datoõ Jamil Bidin 

CEO of Halal Industry Development Corporation (HDC) 

¶ International Halal Certification  

¶ Industry Development Program 

Islamic Banking as a Developmental Force  
Mr. Badlisyah Abdul Ghani,  

Executive Director / Chief Executive Officer, CIMB Islamic Bank  

¶ Developing Shariah Banking for ethical & fairer  business practices 

Panel Discussion 
Dr. Cedomir Nestorovic (Session Chair) 

Professor, ESSEC Business School Paris, France 
 

Mr. Mohd Shukri Abdullah 
CEO, MIHAS (M) International Halal Showcase 

Session 3- International Halal Agendas  

Keynote Address 3  
His Excellency Dr. Ir. Anton Apriyantono  

Minister of Agriculture, Republic of Indonesia 

¶ The way forward for Indonesia Halal Industry  

¶ Accessing Indonesiaõs growing Halal market 

Brunei Halal Brand  
Mrs. Hajah Normah S.H. Jamil 

Director of Agriculture, Ministry of Industry & Primary Resources, Brunei 

¶ Halal Development Initiatives in Brunei  

Philippines Approach to the Global Halal Market through Science, Technology & 
Innovation  

Dr. Haja Sittie Shayma Zenaida P. Hadji Raof-Laidan 
Regional Director, Department of S cience and Technology, Philippines 

Halal Industry in Japan  
Professor Hirofumi Oki 

Shariah Research Institute, Takushoku University, Japan 

Case Study China/ Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region  
Mr. Hei Zhihu,  

Assistant Secretary General, Government of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, China 

Panel Discussion 
Y.Bhg Datoõ Noharuddin Nordin (Session Chair) 

CEO, Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation (MATRADE) 
Dr. Habib Mõ Nasria 

Director, McDonalds Middle East-Dubai, UAE 
Dr. Eiichi Tamiya 

Professor, Osaka University, Japan  
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TUESDAY, May 13, 2008 

Session 4 
Sustainable Development  

Global Halal Market Trends: Recent Findings & the Way Forward  
Mr. Irfan Sungkar 

Head of Research & Strategic Projects, KasehDia 

¶ Research Findings  

¶ Industry Dialogue Findings 

Halal as Corporate Social Responsibility  
YBhg Tan Sri Datoõ Muhammad Ali Hashim, 

Chairman, KFC Holdings (Malaysia) Bhd 

Panel Discussion 
 

Y.Bhg. Datoõ Abdul Rahman bin Mamat (Session Chair) 
Secretary General, Ministry of International Trade and Industry  

 
Mr. Toshio Endo 

Shariah Research Institute, Takushoku University, Japan 
 

Mr Abdul Aziz bin Long 

General Manager, Support Service, SIRIM QAS International, Malaysia 

Session 5 
Investment & Industrial Innovation  

Islamic Investment in Regional Initiatives  
Mr. Marwan Hassan Al Khatib, 

 Managing Director, Dubai Islamic Investment Group, Dubai, UAE  
 

Halal Pharmaceutical Sector  
Datoõ Dr. Mohamad Hashim bin Ahmad Tajudin 

Group Managing Director, Chemical Company of Malaysia Berhad, CCM 
 

Panel Discussion 
Mr. Nordin Abdullah (Session Chair) 

Deputy Chairman, World Halal Forum 
Y.Bhg Datoõ Afifuddin A. Kadir 

Deputy Director General II  
Malaysian Industry Development Authority (MIDA) 

Mrs. Darawati Hussain 
Director, Private Equity Unit, CIMB Investment Bank Berhad  

Prof. Dr. Mid hat Jasic 
Tuzla University, Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Session 6 
Standards & Conformity  

Standards and Conformity Issues in GCC Standardization Org. (GSO)  
Mr. Saud Rashed Abdallah Alaskar, Acting Director General , GSO 

¶ Regulatory issues faced in the food manufac turing sector within the GCC  

¶ Understanding regulatory framework to improve flow of halal products  

¶ Recent developments in the GCC region 
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Halal Traceability as a Means to Access European Market  
Mr. Robert Madge 

President  of IDTrack, the European Association of Secure Identification  
Founder, Xifrat Daten AG, Switzerland  

Halal Best Practices: An Integration of Product & Safety with the 21 st Century 
Corporate Responsibility  

Dr. Jochen P. Zoller  
President, Intertek Food Services, UK 

Halal Standards: Malaysia  Experience  
Ms. Nor Latifah Hussin 

Principal Assistant Director , Department of Standards Malaysia 

Panel Discussion 
 

Mr. Darhim Dali Hashim (Session Chair) 
CEO, International Halal Integrity Alliance (IHI Alliance)  

 
Mrs. Fadilah Baharin 

Director General, Department of Standards Malaysia 
 

Mr. Amir Sakic 
Director, Agency for Halal Quality Certification, Bosnia & Herzegovina  

Resolution Formation  
(Members to be confirmed during forum)  

 
World Halal Forum Deputy Chairman (Panel Chair) 

Mr. Nordin Abdullah 
 

Mr. Irfan Sungkar 
Head of Research & Strategic Projects, KasehDia  

 
Mr. Darhim Dali Hashim 

CEO, International Halal Integrity Alliance (IHI Alliance)  
 

Mrs. Fadilah Baharin 
Director General, Department of Standards Malaysia  

 

Summation and Closing  
World Halal Forum Chairman 

 

   

All the speakers and panelists were presented with a token of appreciation, hand-woven 

Songket as part of secretariatõs corporate social responsibility project.  The Songkets are a 

heritage token from the state of Terengganu (Malaysia), made by single mothers to support 

their children.  
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Signings of Memorandums of Understanding  
The World Halal Forum is a gathering of market leaders from the global halal industry to address issues 

affecting the development of this sector. It is MalaysiaΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ²IC ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ 

strengthen ties between countries and we are confident that shared initiatives such as these will 

promote unity and understanding as well as create opportunities towards further growth, development 

and prosperity of participating countries.  

 

Organisations use the WHF platform to launch significant partnerships and programmes, the MOUs 

signed at WHF 2008 are as follows: 

 

 Day 1 

# Description (MOU Btw:)  

1 TraceTracker Innovation and ; 
CIMB Private Equity 
 
(understanding to provide facilitation of 
product and service integrity within the halal 
supply chain) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Dubai Islamic Investment Group and; 
Lemabaga Tabung Haji and; 
Halal Industry Development Corporation 
 
(Understanding to provide shariah compliant 
funds for the halal industry in this region) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Port Klang Free Zone and; 
Halal Industry Development Corporation  
 

όǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

flagship halal zone) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Tanjung Manis Food and Industrial Park and; 
Halal Industry Development Corporation  
 
(understanding with HDC to develop full-
fledged halal industrial parks) 
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Day 2 

# Description (MOU Btw:)  

1 Muslim Mindanao Halal Certification Board 
and; 
Halal Industry Development Corporation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2 Tamadam Bonded Warehouse Berhad  and; 
Halal Industry Development Corporation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 MISC Integrated Logistics and; 
Prima-Agri Products 
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Keynote Address by the Prime Minister of Malaysia  

Below are key extracts from Yang Amat Berhormat (The Right HonouraōƭŜύ 5ŀǘƻΩ {ŜǊƛ Abdullah bin 

IŀƧƛ !ƘƳŀŘ .ŀŘŀǿƛΩǎ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ aƻƴŘŀȅ, 11 May 2008. 

 

I am honoured to welcome you to the third annual World Halal Forum. This year sees the participation 

of stakeholders from more than fifty countries. This number continues to grow every year, reflecting the 

ŦƻǊǳƳΩǎ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 

halal industry. ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ΨǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǘΦ DƛǾŜƴ ƛts vast 

potential, higher levels of investment, innovation and value add are 

needed to take the halal industry up to the next level. Furthermore, 

market integration is crucial in order to unlock opportunities and 

facilitate trade in this burgeoning industry. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜǊŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Excellency 

Sheikh Saleh Kamel taking over as chairman of the World halal forum 

(WHF). I understand that in the last year, WHF industry dialogues were 

held in more than a dozen countries, including Australia, the United 

Arab Emirates, South Africa, Indonesia, Thailand, Bosnia & Herzegovina 

and the Netherlands. Issues identified at those dialogues will be tabled 

here at this forum for discussion and resolution. I am confident that under Sheikh SŀƭƭŜƘΩǎ ŀǎǘǳǘŜ 

leadership and able support from the WHF secretariat, the forum will not only grow from strength to 

strength, but will also be able to critically contribute to the development of the global halal industry. 

 

The Malaysian government has long been committed towards developing the halal industry, both 

domestically and internationally. We continue to emphasise that collaboration and networking ς 

particularly among governments and key private stakeholders ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ 

future growth. Indeed, the successful development of halal is our collective responsibility. No nation or 

stakeholder can go it alone. 

 

As I speak, we face a myriad of external pressures and global uncertainties. The prices of oil, 

commodities and staple food have increased to record highs. Inflation is a real threat for many 

economies worldwide, particularly for Muslim countries who are net food importers. For this and other 

reasons, Muslim countries must reinvent themselves and quickly adopt new strategies.  
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There is little doubt that halal certification is a key enabler for the successful development of the global 

halal industry. Nonetheless, to-date, there exists no official authority looking into the integrity of the 

halal mark at the global level. Differing certification standards, procedures and processes make it 

difficult for halal products and services to fully prosper.  

 

At the recent OIC summit in Senegal, a resolution was passed authorising the Islamic Chamber of 

Commerce And Industry (ICCI), under the leadership of His Excellency Sheikh Saleh Kamel, to implement 

halal related initiatives. My government strongly supports this resolution towards furthering and 

harmonising the growth of the global halal industry.  

 

This OIC decision is in similar mould with the resolutions 

adopted at the past two world halal forums in 2006 and 2007. 

These WHF resolutions had resulted in the setting up of an 

international, non-profit body called the International Halal 

Integrity Alliance (IHI Alliance). This organisation was formed to 

ensure integrity throughout the entire halal supply chain, by 

enhancing and harmonising halal standards and certification at 

the global level. 

 

My government has formally endorsed the function and 

aspirations of the IHI Alliance. I understand that the OIC, 

through ICCI, is also committed towards making IHI alliance a 

strong, credible and respected global halal authority. To 

underline aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ commitment to this initiative, I am 

pleased to announce that my government will provide 15 

million ringgit over the next three years as funding support to kick-off the IHI Alliance. I hereby urge 

other countries to formally endorse and support ICCI and its program IHI Alliance in their efforts to 

develop the global halal industry. 

 

Since its formation in September 2006, the Halal Industry Development Corporation (HDC) has made 

significant strides towards developing the domestic halal industry. Going forward, I am pleased to 

announce that HDC has formulated a master plan for the Malaysian halal industry. The halal industry 

master plan is a holistic and wide-ranging policy document that seeks to establish Malaysia as a global 

reference centre for halal integrity and as a global hub for production and trade in a number of halal 

related sectors. 

 

The areas of focus in the master plan have been selected to leverage on aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ strengths in halal. A 

phased approach will be utilised to enable us to realise our vision of becoming a preferred global hub for 

halal products and services. This master plan is important as it provides a clear roadmap for all 
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stakeholders in the halal industry. The unveiling of the master plan is in line with I5/Ωǎ theme for this  

year, which is Malaysia is "open to business"; the HDC hopes to act as a catalyst to attract global 

businesses to take part in aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ halal industry, and to assist Malaysian companies to bring their 

halal products and services to the world. 

 

The master plan looks to establish Malaysia as a global leader in halal integrity by 2010, the first stage in 

our plan towards 2020. To build upon our position in halal integrity, we are looking at aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ halal 

certification as a key enabler to encourage more businesses to go halal.  

 

I am pleased to announce that HDC is now providing local as well as global certification services on 

behalf of Jabatan Kemajuan Islam (JAKIM) of the Malaysian government, using the existing Malaysian 

halal logo. The Malaysian halal certification is already globally recognised and utilised by multinational 

giants such as nestle and tesco. Moreover, the Malaysian halal certification stands for the highest 

standards recognised by international bodies such as the codex alimentarius commission of the united 

nations.  

 

In line with the master plan, I would also like to announce that my government has approved attractive 

incentives to draw businesses to malaysia. The master plan has identified focus areas for the 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƙŀƭŀƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ 

The promoted industries are speciality processed foods, cosmetics and personal care, pharmaceuticals, 

halal ingredients, and livestock and meat products. For industry players in these promoted industries, 

the incentives include investment tax allowance or exemption on statutory income from export sales. In 

addition, there will be exemption from import duty on raw materials as well as double deduction on 

expenses incurred in obtaining international quality standards. 

 

There is another set of incentives specifically targeted at halal parks and logistics operators to ensure 

that businesses have the optimal supply chain and infrastructure. Such incentives include pioneer status 

or investment tax allowance, as well as exemption from import duty on equipment used in cold room 

operations. 

 

These incentives were put forward by HDC after dialogues with global and local industry players, in 

order to meet the needs of businesses wishing to invest in the Malaysian halal sector. I am pleased to 

announce that as of today, businesses can apply to HDC for such incentives. 

 

It is always pleasing to see the World Halal Forum spark off many relationships in the halal sphere. 

Today, we will preside over the collaboration between ICCI and IHI Alliance, and witness the signing of 

several memoranda of understanding between HDC and other relevant parties. 
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The collaboration between ICCI and IHI Alliance is a momentous and exciting development. A new halal 

industry global authority is being empowered under the auspices of the OIC to catalyse the development 

of global halal standards and certification.  

 

Finally, I wish to thank and congratulate the organisers for 

once again successfully organising the world halal forum. I 

urge all delegates to fully participate in and contribute 

towards the forum over the next two days, for the benefit 

of the ummah and the world as a whole.  

 

L ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƎƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ 

productive and successful forum. On that note, with the 

recitation of bismillahir rahmanir rahim, it is now my 

pleasure to officially declare the World Halal Forum 2008, 

open. 

 

Thank you.  
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World Halal Forum 2008 ɀ Resolution Formation  

 

The final session of WHF 2008 was the resolution formation panel. This panel was made up of key 

speakers and panelists, including the newly appointed CEO of IHI Alliance, Mr Darhim Hashim and Pn 

Fadilah Baharin, Director General of Malaysian Department of Standards. 

 

The Forum concluded on a high note with the following resolution: 

 

άADOPTION OF INTERNATIONAL HALAL INTEGRITY ALLIANCE (IHI ALLIANCE), A NON-NATIONAL AND 

NOT-FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATION TO DEVELOP, IMPLEMENT AND MAINTAIN HALAL STANDARD AND 

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT SYSTEM IN ASSURING HALAL INTEGRITY THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE SUPPLY 

CHAIN, AND TO PLAY A LEADING ROLE IN ASSISTING MUSLIM AND NON-MUSLIM COUNTRIES IN HALAL 

Lb{¢L¢¦¢Lhb![ 59±9[hta9b¢ !b5 h¢I9w Lathw¢!b¢ !w9!{έΦ   

 

To keep up to date on the developments of this resolution, log on to www.worldhalalforum.org. 
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Delegates Summary  

 

The World Halal Forum (WHF) 2008 

exceeded all expectations with 

heads of state, industry leaders and 

academics coming together under 

one roof to voice their concerns, 

outline issues, and plot the future 

direction of the global Halal 

industry, which brought together 

1,200 participants from over 56 

countries and attracted over 200 

local and international media 

personnel.  

 

Total WHF 2008 Attendance 
Registered delegates 1190 

Additional Media 200 

Total 1390 

 
 
 
  

29 Malawi 3 

30 Malaysia 779 

32 Mauritius 1 

33 Morocco 1 

34 Netherlands 4 

35 New Zealand 2 

36 Norway 3 

37 Oman 2 

38 Pakistan 5 

39 Palestine 1 

40 Philippines 50 

41 Poland 1 

42 Russia 1 

43 Saudi Arabia 7 

44 Serbia 1 

45 Singapore 36 

46 South Africa 8 

47 Spain 3 

48 Sudan 5 

49 Suriname 1 

50 Taiwan 3 

51 Thailand 24 

52 Turkey 12 

53 UAE 9 

54 United Kingdom 17 

55 Uruguay 8 

56 United State of America 16 

57 Unlisted 24 

1 Argentina 2 

2 Australia 29 

3 Belgium 4 

4 Bosnia Herzegovinia 9 

5 Brunei Darussalam 20 

6 Canada 9 

7 Chechnya 5 

8 China 25 

9 Denmark 1 

10 Dubai 1 

11 Egypt 2 

12 England 1 

13 Fiji 3 

14 France 4 

15 Germany 2 

16 Ghana 1 

17 Great Britain 1 

18 India 5 

19 Indonesia 18 

20 Iran 3 

22 Italy 1 

23 Japan 8 

24 Kazakhstan 4 

25 Korea 2 

26 Kuwait 2 

27 Kyrgyzstan 1 
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The Gala Dinner and Halal Journal Awards  

 

The first day of the World Halal Forum 2008 was capped by the glittering Gala Dinner, attended by YAB 

DatƻΩ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi & Datin Seri Jeanne Abdullah. The dinner was made more special by 

the presentation of the Halal Journal Awards, an industry recognition for those groups, companies or 

individuals who have pioneered ideas, actions and products that have had far-reaching benefits for all. 

Below is a pictorial summary of the evening, which saw more than 900 guests, including Ambassadors, 

Ministers and heads of companies, in attendance. 
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The Halal Journal Awards 

The Halal Journal Awards were first held in 2006 to commemorate and acknowledge excellence and 

innovation within the International Halal Industry. Using the World Halal Forum as a platform for 

international recognition, the awards are presented to winners during the World Halal Forum gala 

dinner. The awards have become an increasingly sought-after milestone for companies to achieve. With 

the growth and development of the global Halal industry, the awards provide the winners a track record 

of excellence as winners of the biggest international Halal award. 

 

This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ awards were presented by the Honourable Prime Minister of Malaysia, YAB Dato` Seri Haji 

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi .  
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The winners within their respective categories are:  
 
Best New Halal Product: Nitta Casing Inc(U.S.A) 
 Awarded for the best new Halal-related product to be introduced into the market - Nitta Casing 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ first Edible Halal collagen casing for sausages, meeting the strict demand for Halal 
processed food.  
 

Most Creative Marketing Campaign for a Halal Product: Marhaba Halal Food BV (Holland)  Ο 
Awarded to the most creative marketing campaign for Halal products - Marhaba Food B.V known for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ Iŀƭŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ aŀƛŘŜƴ ƻŦ IŀƭŀƭέΣ ŀ 

humoristic approach towards ethnic and religious integration. ΟΟ 
 
Best Islamic Bank: Kuwait Finance House (M) Bhd 
Awarded for the Islamic bank that has shown a deep commitment to the development of the Halal 
industry - Kuwait Finance House has played a key role in linking Asian and Middle-eastern financial 
interchanges to facilitate the Global Halal Industry.  
 

Best Corporate Social Welfare Project : ΟCarrefour 
Awarded to honour the corporation, organisation, or group that has carried out the best social welfare 
project. - /ŀǊǊŜŦƻǳǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ IȅǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ 

{a9Ωǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƭl Carrefour stores nationwide. Ο 
 
Best Travel and hospitality: Zabihah.com (U.S.A) 
Awarded to honour organizations that would best cater and facilitate Halal requirements of their 
customers ς Zabihah.com has identified a global network of Halal restaurants for Muslim travelers and 
ease of use with international mobile access.    
 
Best Halal Related Service Provider: CIMB Private Equity and Venture Capital  
Awarded to recognize efforts in facilitating the growth of the Halal industry ς CIMB Private Equity has 
helped to finance, manage and develop several key businesses within the Halal value chain.  
 
Best Innovation in Halal Industry: Darabif and Comgroup Prima 
This award is to honour new innovations within the Halal industry.  
 
Outstanding Personal Commitment & Achievement in the Halal IndustryΥ 5ǊΦIŀōƛō aΩ bŀǎǊƛŀ ό¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀύ  
This is an award to recognise and honour an individual who has shown a high degree of commitment 
and achievement within the Halal industry ς Dr.Habib as the quality assurance director of Mcdonalds, 
established Halal guidelines that are now being utilized by the Mcdonalds community Worldwide.    
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World Halal Forum ɀ Investment Site Visits  

30 delegates of the World Halal Forum 2008 from various countries including Singapore, United States, 

Russia, the Philippines and Malaysia have participated in the Investment Site Visit to Port Klang Free 

Zone (PKFZ) and MISC Integrated Logistics Sdn Bhd (MILS) at Pulau Indah, Port Klang on May 14 and 

CCM Pharmaceutical plant on May 15, as part of WHF 2008 post event to promote Malaysian-based 

halal industry. 

 

The World Halal Forum, the site visit was organised to 

appreciate investment opportunities in Selangor, to 

absorb and understand characteristic and issues in the 

halal industry and also to witness the infrastructure and 

facilities that had been set up to accommodate 

businesses. 

 

It also expanded network opportunities among multi-

national participants. 

 

The investment site visit has begun with the excursion to 

the Port Klang Free Zone (PKFZ), set up in November 2006, the 1000 acres leased land facilities is now 

welcoming investors to operate in the zone.  

 

PKFZ is a state of the art facility which includes 

multi-access to neighbouring and global markets 

by land, sea and air, integration of both industrial 

and commercial operations , zero customs duties 

for permitted products and services , one-stop 

centre with a comprehensive, efficient and cost-

effective investment facilitation , paperless 

transactions , competitive lease rental rates for 

land and buildings , simple transhipment 

procedures , Investor-oriented policies and labour 

laws , full investment security and fully backed by the Malaysian Government. 

 

Participants also had witnessed the production process of CCM Pharmaceutical in its plant in Bangi as 

well as a MoU signing between Prima Agri-Foods Sdn Bhd and SGS (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, an inspection, 

verification, testing and certification services company. 
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Marketing & Advertising  

Print Advertising 

World Halal Forum advertisements were printed in the following media: 

The Star ς quarter page black and white (Examples) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Straits Times ς quarter page black and white advertisements (Examples) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


