
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WHF 2009 AIMS TO STREAMLINE

WORLD HALAL STANDARDS

Kuala Lumpur, 23rd April 2009 – In an exciting lead-up to the fourth World Halal Forum (WHF) themed ‘Achieving Global Halal Integrity’, members of the Press were invited to an official launch of WHF 2009 earlier today. The Sime Darby Convention Centre was the backdrop for this preliminary glance at the much anticipated event, organized yearly by niche communication and consultancy firm KasehDia Sdn. Bhd in conjunction with Halal Malaysia Week. 

Since its inception in 2006, WHF has been a constructive platform for stakeholders in the global Halal community to highlight and discuss major issues affecting the USD634 billion industry. This includes captains of trade and commerce along with a multitude of producers, processors, manufacturers, consumers, logistics providers and retailers. Additionally, the presence of religious experts, quality assurance groups and academic researchers is substantial.   
Scheduled for 4th & 5th May 2009 at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, WHF 2009 is set to be the largest forum of its kind in Malaysia and the whole of South East Asia. A huge turnout is projected, surpassing the 1,200 delegates from 57nations who attended last year’s forum, titled ‘Sustained Development Through Investment & Integration’.
Particular focus is centred on delivering an International Halal Standard to put an end to uncertainties in Halal integrity resulting in industry fragmentation. This crucial task was entrusted to the International Halal Integrity Alliance (IHI Alliance) at the close of WHF 2008. The initiative, endorsed by former Malaysian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, continues to garner support from industry specialists, finance experts, academicians and Islamic scholars. 

A statement from En. Darhim Dali Hashim, CEO of IHI Alliance, indicates the impact and importance of the International Halal Standard on Halal integrity, business and trade worldwide is going to be extensive. Key issues and potential implications will be revealed and feedback elicited during the forum.
Delegates will also gain first hand information and knowledge on how to develop organisations within the highly lucrative Halal-related industry. “Ample networking opportunities that enable companies to identify the numerous areas of opportunity and prospects are presented,” elaborated WHF Founder and KasehDia Managing Director, Pn. Jumaatun Azmi. In her auxiliary role as Editor of The Halal Journal, a trade publication currently distributed in over 35 countries, Pn. Jumaatun has emerged as a relentless crusader in championing growth in the Halal industry.  
One of her latest achievements is securing His Excellency Sheikh Saleh Abdullah Kamel, President of Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), Jeddah, as Chairman of WHF 2009, for the second year running. The prominent and influential world financial and media industry figure will no doubt enhance credence of the event by presiding over the two-days of deliberations.   

Expansion of Forum Format  

WHF 2009 expects increased participation from the Middle East, South East Asia, Australia and New Zealand, as well as non-traditional countries such as Brazil and Uruguay. It was disclosed that Russia and the CIS (Commonwealth and Independent States) countries have also expressed interest in WHF and the Halal industry. 

In an unprecedented expansion of the forum’s format, two streams involving open panel discussions between delegates and international experts from the fields of industry, science and Islamic principles, will run concurrently. 

The Standards stream is concentrated on the 5 out of the ten modules of the International Halal Standard, which are of main interest to those from quality assurance, certifying and standards bodies as well as Syariah experts as well as anyone interested in Halal trade. On Day 1 topics will cover Logistics, Foodservice, Laboratory Testing & Analysis, Animal Feeds & Inputs, and Animal Welfare & Handling. On Day 2, the focus shifts to Animal Slaughter & Processing, Non-meat Processed Foods, Cosmetics & Toiletries, Pharmaceuticals, and lastly, Finance.

Meanwhile, the parallel Business and Trade stream will find Halal industry giants and major Halal producing nations deliberating the latest developments in the Halal industry on a global scale. A formal resolution will be agreed to at the end of the forum for further actions by applicable parties, post-WHF.

*Issued by GO Communications on behalf of KasehDia Sdn. Bhd.  
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